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October 21, 2024

Governor Jay Inslee

Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 40002

Olympia WA 98504-0002

RE: Support for $30 Million Budget Request for Trust Land Transfer Projects for FY 25-26 Biennium

Dear Governor Inslee:

The 116 undersigned conservation, recreation, and wildlife organizations strongly urge you to include $30
million in your capital budget proposal for 8 projects in DNR’s Trust Land Transfer (TLT) program.

As you may recall, TLT is a land management tool that is used to reposition economically under-performing
DNR managed state trust lands to be managed for their ecological and/or public benefits. The Legislature



provides funding for the value of these lands and DNR uses that revenue to purchase more economic and
promising replacement lands to benefit trust beneficiaries.

This year marks the first time that DNR has fully utilized the new framework for project selection established
by the passage of HB 1460 in 2023. Six of the eight projects put forth by DNR for consideration will go to
federally recognized Tribes — a landmark move for the program. These projects represent the best projects put
forth by communities around the state and we urge full funding in your budget proposal.

Background on Trust Land Transfer

Since its inception in 1989, the TLT program has preserved more than 128,000 acres of state trust land for fish
and wildlife habitat, recreation, education, and other community uses. Some of the state’s most treasured
places like Mt. Si, Blanchard Mountain, and Deception Pass State Park have benefitted from TLT. At the same
time, DNR has also sustained and improved potential economic future returns for schools and local
governments. The legislature codified the program during the 2023 session with the passage of HB 1460,
modernizing the underutilized tool. DNR has since drastically increased the transparency of the process to
nominate, evaluate, approve and prioritize projects, with significant public input. An advisory committee
ranked the applications, using criteria similar to that used by the Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office.

The TLT revitalization bill (HB 1460) also increased the flexibility of the TLT program to allow DNR to better
manage its diverse land portfolio and meet the changing public expectations for public land. As a result, six
applications from Tribes rose to the top, based on their ecological values, public benefit, community support,
economic values and Tribal support. The Board of Natural Resources approved the ranked list of applications to
submit to the Legislature for funding at its September 4, 2024 meeting.

FY 2025-2027 Project Rankings

Project Name Recipient County Size Estimated value

Beckler Tulalip Tribes King 676 acres $4,000,000

Okanogan G Confederated Tribes of the Okanogan | 42 acres $450,000
Colville Reservation

Tract C East Confederated Tribes and Bands | Yakima 2,965 acres $4,400,000
of the Yakama Nation

Tract C North Confederated Tribes and Bands | Yakima 4,566 acres $6,800,000
of the Yakama Nation

Tract S South Confederated Tribes and Bands | Yakima 2,405 acres $3,700,000
of the Yakama Nation

Babcock Bench WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife Grant 1,071 acres $850,000

South Lake Quileute Tribe Clallam 372 acres $8,900,000

Ozette

Middle Fork DNR Natural Areas Program King 95 acres $900,000

Snoqualmie

TOTALS: 12,192 acres | $30,000,000




Many of these projects will be transferred to Tribes for their stewardship. The parcels are often isolated, with
limited existing public access, but important ecological features. For example, the Tract C projects are
checkerboard parcels without public access and contain the headwaters of the Klickitat River and valuable
habitat for migrating birds on the Pacific Flyway. A trust land transfer of these lands to the Yakama Nation
would allow for ongoing protection of ecological resources while also securing funds for more productive and
economic replacement lands elsewhere.

Other projects, like the Babcock Bench transfer to WDFW, will also allow for better management of the lands
that are not currently producing economic returns to state trusts. They continue a strong tradition of
stewardship and conservation in our state, ensuring that the right land manager is administering public land.

TLT and the Climate Commitment Act

Traditionally, the legislature funded TLT from the capital budget’s State Building Construction Account.
However, when funding from the Climate Commitment Act (CCA) became available during the 2023 legislative
session, the legislature decided to fund TLT with both State Building Construction Account funding ($11.5
million) and the CCA via its Natural Climate Solutions Account ($8 million). This made sense considering both
the carbon sequestration potential for TLT and climate mitigation needs. During the 2024 session, the
legislature funded an additional 9 TLT projects from the Natural Climate Solutions for $10.8 million, contingent
on the outcome of Initiative 2117. If I-2117 passes, the legislature should once again fund the TLT program
from the State Building Construction Account or other capital budget sources given the significant benefits to
the state.

End the $30 million cap

In addition to the above list, 22 other projects were submitted to DNR and passed their best interest of the
trust analysis. With such a robust list of worthy projects, it’s clear that DNR needs more funding for the TLT
program. Unfortunately, the legislature limited funding to TLT to $30 million in HB 1460 to address concerns
from the timber industry that TLT would be used to remove timber from the harvest base and not be replaced.
However, those concerns have been unfounded as DNR has moved quickly to buy replacement land, as noted
by a large purchase in 2023 of working forests in Wahkiakum County. We ask that you request the legislature
to remove the cap, allowing more funding to flow into conservation and the acquisition of working forests.

Trust Land Transfer — A Win for Working Forests and A Win for Conservation

Funding for trust land transfer continues not just the legacy of conservation in our state, but also protections
for working forests. By ensuring funding is available to purchase replacement lands, TLT provides benefits to
the timber industry as well. Its innovative structure acknowledges the needs of rural communities for timber
industry jobs while providing climate benefits. More land for conservation and fewer working forests lost to
conversion is a winning formula for all. As you complete your tenure as Governor, we appreciate your
leadership on conservation and climate issues. Your previous support for the revitalization of the Trust Land
Transfer tool was instrumental to needed reforms and replenished funding from the legislature.

We urge your continued support for TLT in your budget proposal.


https://www.dnr.wa.gov/news/board-natural-resources-approves-55-million-forestland-purchase

Sincerely,

Girmay Zahilay
Councilmember, District 2
King County Council

Sarah Perry
Councilmember, District 3
King County Council

Christine Rolfes
Commissioner District 1
Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Charlotte Garrido
Commissioner District 2
Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Katie Walters
Commissioner District 3
Kitsap County Board of Commissioners

Megan Dunn
Councilmember, District 2
Snohomish County Council

Jan Schuette
City Council Member
City of Arlington

Clarence Moriwaki
Council Member
City of Bainbridge Island

Mason Thompson
Mayor
City of Bothell

Jane Rebelowski
Council Member, District 4
City of Bremerton

Jeff Coughlin
Council Member
City of Bremerton

Valerie Rosman
Councilmember, Position 4
City of Brier

Rick Shaffer
Council Member
City of Duvall

Cassie Franklin
Mayor
City of Everett

Steven Yarbrough
Mayor
City of Gold Bar

Chuck Lie
Council Member, Position 4
City of Gold Bar

Lee Russell
Council Member, Position 2
City of Gold Bar

Tami Beaumont
Councilmember
City of Monroe

Vanessa Kritzer
City Council President
City of Redmond

Angie Nuevacamina
Council Member
City of Redmond

Chris Roberts
Mayor
City of Shoreline

Catherine (Cat) Cotton
Council Member, Pos. 5
City of Snoqualmie

Tom Uniack
Executive Director
Washington Wild

Rick McGuire
President

Alpine Lakes Protection Society



Joseph Bogaard
Executive Director
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition

Patricia Jones
Executive Director
Olympic Forest Coalition (Quilcene)

Trish Rolfe
Executive Director
Center for Environmental Law & Policy

Chris Danforth
VP of Marketing & Sales
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth)

Hilary Eisen
Policy Director
Winter Wildlands Alliance

Levi Wyatt
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima)

Shane Johns
Partner/COO
E9 Brewing Co (Tacoma)

Taylor Gale
HR & Operations Manager
Dru Bru (Snoqualmie Pass)

Megan Birzell
Washington State Director
The Wilderness Society

John Bridge
President
Olympic Park Advocates (Sequim)

Renée C Paradis
Board Member
Washington Kayak Club

Brel Froebe
Executive Director
Center for Responsible Forestry

Dan Streiffert
Conservation Chair
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn)

Layne Carter
Operations Manager
Aslan Brewing Co. (Bellingham)

Amy Brockhaus
Deputy Director
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

Amanda Parrish
Executive Director
The Lands Council (Spokane)

Robert Kaye
Conservation Committee Chair
North Cascades Audubon Society (Bellingham)

Mark Boyar
President
MidFORC Coalition

Jill Silver
Executive Director
10,000 Years Institute (Forks)

Rosa Vissers & Howard Kuo
Owners
Hildegard Ferments & Botanicals

Mike Morrison
Board Chair
Pacific Rivers

Timothy Manns
Conservation Chair
Skagit Audubon Society (Mount Vernon)

CaraMia and Kevin Murry
Owners
Hot Cakes Molten Chocolate Cakery

David Skiba
Head Brewer/ Founder
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie)



Wayne Jehlik
Co-owner/Head Brewer
Obec Brewing

Rob Smith
Northwest Regional Director
National Parks Conservation Association

Susan Saul
Conservation Chair

Vancouver Audubon Society (Vancouver)

Elizabeth Dunne
Director of Legal Advocacy
Earth Law Center

Paul Fish
Founder
Live To Play, LLC (Spokane)

Pat Hesselgesser
Chair
Washington Council of Trout Unlimited

Vanessa Kritzer
Executive Director
Washington Association of Land Trusts

Travis Merrigan
Co-Founder
Grayl

Paula Swedeen
Senior Policy Director
Conservation Northwest

John Gussman
Owner
Doubleclick Productions

Brian Stan
Owner
Old Stove Brewing Company

Howard Garrett
President
Orca Network (Freeland)

Chuck Chesire
President
Vancouver Wildlife League (Vancouver)

Arthur Campbell

President

North Central Washington Audubon Society
(Wenatchee)

Janet Strong
President
Grays Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano)

Brandon Wiley
Manager
Bottleworks

Phil Fenner
President
North Cascades Conservation Council

Kim Ngo
Executive Director
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (Issaquah)

Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum
President
Friends of Grays Harbor (Westport)

Steve Loitz
President
Kittitas Audubon (Ellensburg)

Lee First
President
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Cosmopolis)

Peter Bahls
Executive Director
Northwest Watershed Institute (Port Townsend)

Steve Koehler
President
Protect the Peninsula’s Future (Sequim)

Sarah Shaffer
Executive Director
Wenatchee Outdoors (Wenatchee)



Andrea Imler
Advocacy Director
Washington Trails Association

Timothy Coleman
Executive Director
Kettle Range Conservation Group (Republic)

Nicole White
Conservation Chair
Spokane Mountaineers (Spokane)

Dennis Doyle
President
Mount Baker Club (Bellingham)

Genia Moncada and Penelope Peterson
Co-Leaders, Polly Dyer Seattle Broads
Great Old Broads for Wilderness

Ray Kwan
Co-Owner
Lucky Envelope Brewing

Craig Nobley
CEO
Lighthouse Roasters

Caitlin Singer
Sustainability Coordinator
Georgetown Brewing Company

Mariska Kecskés
Public Lands Organizer
Sierra Club Washington Chapter

Jasmine Minbashian
Executive Director
Methow Valley Citizens Council (Twisp)

Ryan Talbott
Pacific Northwest Conservation Advocate
WildEarth Guardians.

Sarah Brooks
Executive Director
Methow Conservancy (Winthrop)

Laurie Kerr
Leader, Cascade Volcanoes Chapter
Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Vancouver)

Brian Nelson
President,
Wild Sky Community Trails Association (Index)

Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran
Owners
Watershed Pub & Kitchen

David W. Onstad, Ph.D.
President
Kitsap Environmental Coalition (Port Orchard)

Kevin and Meghann Quinn
Owners
Bale Breaker Brewing Company (Yakima)

Marnie Jackson
Executive Director
Whidbey Environmental Action Network (Langley)

Sam Merrill
Conservation Committee Chair
Black Hills Audubon Society (Olympia)

Jennie Goldberg
Director
League of Northwest Whitewater Racers

Molly Doran
Executive Director
Skagit Land Trust (Mount Vernon)

Mike Nash
Owner
Hard Core Paddles (Gold Bar)

Betsy Robblee
Conservation & Advocacy Director
The Mountaineers

Jeff Kish
Executive Director
Pacific Northwest Trail Association (Sedro-Woolley)



Molly Whitney
Executive Director
Cascade Forest Conservancy (Vancouver)

Greg Shimek
Executive Director
Coastal Cutthroat Coalition

Matt Perkins
Founder
Washington Climbers Coalition

Adam Paysse
Founder/Brewer
Floodland Brewing

J Michelle Swope
Owner
Oly Women on the Fly Guide Service (Olympia)

Julian Matthews
Coordinator
Nimiipuu Protecting the Environment (Pullman)

Frieda Cohan
Event Director
Ravenna Brewing Company

Alex Dittmar
President
Airways Brewing Company (Kent)

Gail Sklar
President
Washington Native Plant Society

Rev. AC Churchill
Executive Director
Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power & Light

Dana C. Ward
President
Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society

Bill Derry
President
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Everett)

Mark Sherwood
Executive Director
Native Fish Society

Richard Plunkett
Dir. of Conservation
WA State Council of Fly Fishers International

Nathan Reilly
President
Self Care & Three Magnets Brewing (Olympia)

Luke Baugh
Executive Director
Triad River Tours (Marblemount)

Susan Chatlos Susor
President
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index)

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

Eunice Youmans
Executive Director
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust (Wenatchee)

Bryan Pelach
State Forestlands Program Manager
Washington Conservation Action

John McGlenn
President
Washington Wildlife Federation

CC: Brian Considine, WA Department of Natural Resources

Olgy Diaz, WA Department of Natural Resources



